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GEORGE Bowes, E/q; 


Member of Parliament for the 
County of DURHAM. 


WAs no ſooner de- 
termin'd to publiſh the | 
following SE KM ON, | 
than I thought of ad- 
dreſſing it to You. 
None but a Perſon of 
the moſt generous and benevolent || 
Temper can be the proper Patron of | 
a Diſcourſe, which recommends the ' 
Fj of Alms-giving: and fince Ex- 
ans is allowd to be more preva- 
lent than Precept, to enforce the 
Duty in the moſt engaging, effectual 
Manner, I have ſet the Example be- 
fore it, 
As 


— 
— 1 
al N 


! - 
D l = » It 
_ _— 
* 0 
P — LO 
+» : 4 On 
—_ . _— & 
4 4 
4 — Y 
* U _ 
v1 
W «5 % f U 
\ p 
- - 
- 
= 3 
* 


— ol 
Red 


77 


— — 


88 


hes. i 
— 


DE DICATI ON. 


As my Intention is not to obſerve 
the ordinary Method of Addreſſes of 
this Nature, I forbear to enlarge up- 
on Your Character any farther than 
what relates to the Subject before us; 
I forbear to mention thoſe extraor- 
dinary Qualities, that ſhine forth in 
all Your Life and Actions; I paſs 
over in Silence Your generous Con- 
cern for Your Country ; Your noble 
Thirſt after every Thing that. is grea 

and praĩſe-worthy; but I can't for- 
bear telling all the World, how 
greatly I love and eſteem Nou and 
| that I am, IJ 52 {ai FEW 400 e 1 
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panes Tour moft Obliged, 8 

WICKH4%. fo ſt Than ; 

an Moſt Thankful, 
Moſt Obedient Servant, 


Taylor Thirkeld. 
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BEG Leave to inform the mY 
der, that this Diſcourſe was mot 
deſign'd to appear in Print, till I 
found that it, or at leaſt the Pre- 
amble to it, as it was once deli- | 
ver d on Nov. 6, 1737, was complain d of | 
lately by ſome one, as containing Reflections 
upon two of the Church Wardens, whereas 
the Author neither mentiom,d, hinted at, nor 
intended them; but the rich People in general, 
who ought to have diſcouraged any Miſappli- 
cations of Legacies to the Poor, are pointed 
at, as appears from the Preamble itſelf. 1 
but juſt touc h d upon the Afair, thinking that 
the following Sermon might perſuade them 
not only to 7, Tuſtice to the Poor, but to re- 
lieve them alſo according to their Abilities, and 
not ſuffer them to die fox Want thoupbt 


- me of them did, whom I viſited, when too 
are. 


The Miſapplication complained of was the 
turning over a great Part of the Legacies for 
the Poor to the Aſſeſſment, which is a taking it 
from the Poor, and giving it to the Rich. 
That this 1 was approved of and 


recommended by ſome one, for many Tears, I. 


i 
| 
| 
1 


— — 


as well as others, have ſince that Time been 
well informed, | 


The 


The Preamble as deliver d after the Text, 
Nov. 6, 1737. 


- E are all ſatisfied that the Neceſ- 
, fities of the Poor of this Pariſh 
are preſſing and urging; yet we are ſo 
** far from giving them their Meat in due 
© Seaſon, that we take it from them, and 
* have ſo little Bowels of Mercy and Com- 
* paſſion, as to ſuffer a Brother, for whom 
* Chrift died, to die for want of the Neceſ- 
* faries of Life. We are ſo far from being 
** charitable, or liberal to the Poor, that we 
* with-hold 
* unjuſt App 
* now-a-days argM6 far from leaving Lega- 
3 Ko. to enable poor Families to get over the 


cc 


* Hardſhips of a Winter, that they take 


them from them. We read almoſt in «+24 
Page of the Goſpel, the Bleſſedneſs of Gi- 


* ving; but we are no where enjoyn'd to re- 


«© cezve, br take from the Poor: No, but toe 
* are to ſee that the Poor and Needy have 
* Right. This is the Duty of every good 
* .Chriſtian : No good Man can fee ſuch a 


_ «© Mifapplication, which is no leſs than. 
|  *©* robbing God and the Poor, who are his 


* Receivers, but muſt endeavour to put a 
Stop to it, otherwiſe we ſhall be Partakers 
2 -4 their evil Deeds, whereas we ought at 
« leaft to reprove them. Having thus briefly 
* touch'd upon the Guilt and Danger of 
* {ſuch a Miſapplication, I proceed to exhort 
vou to the great Duty of Alms-giving, and 
that from theſe Words, &c. 4 
| CTS 


what is already given, by an 
ron of it. The rich Men 


; 1 


ACTS XX, 25. 
It is more bleſſed to give than to 


receiVe. 


HESE Words have this l 
peculiar Recommendation, | 
that they are the Words of 
the Lord Jeſus, and there- 

baore ought to be had in Re- 

SE; menbrance, and to be very ; 

MO highly eſteem d for his Sake. 

They are cited by St. Paul, and recorded by 

St. Luke, being the Concluſion of the Apo- 

ſtle's Farewel-ſpcech to the Elders of Epheſus. 


a  - _—_ — -- 


14 The great Duty he is here recommending, 
Is that of Charity, of relieving the Poor and 
Needy; and this he does, firſt, from his own 
Example, whoſe Hands miniſtred not only to 

his own Neceſſities, but to them alſo that were _ 

with him; and therefore he ſhew'd them all b 

things, how that ſo labouring they ought, to 
ſupport the Weak, As a yet farther Motive 

to this moſt excellent Virtue, which is be 

5 YR” Bond | 


— ( 


— — — 


Bond of Perfectneſe, he inſtances our Lord 
Jeſus, whoſe whole Life was ſpent in doing 
Good, who, tho he was rich, yet for our Sakes 
betame poor, and empticd himſelf ; who gave 
all that he had, even himſelf for us, leaving 
us an Example, that we ſhould follow his 
Steps; and, as a Means to do this, we ought 
to remember the Words, that he ſpake to his 
Followers, It is more bleſſed to give than to 
receive, of which Propoſition I thall, 


Firſt, Settle the Meaning, 
Secondly, I ſhall make out the Truth of it. 


Thirdly, I ſhall conclude with a brief Ex- 
hortation. 0 


Firſt, J am to ſtate the Meaning of the 
Propolition. | 


Now, Giving in this Text, to which a 
greater Degree of Bleſſedneſs is annexed than 
to Receiving, cannot be meant what we give 
in a raſh, precipitate Manner, either to ſup- 
port the Extravagancies and Luxury of ſome, 
or to encourage and maintain the ſupine 
Careleſneſs and Sloth in others: Neither do 
I think Giving preferable to Receiving, when 
what we glve proceeds from ſome worldly 
View, from a Principle 1 Va- 


nity, or Oſtentation. I dare ure to af- 
WE firm 


33 


firm, if the ne e makes a due Acknow- 
ledgement, and retains agrateful Senſe of Fa- 
1 55 received, ay, I may ſafely aver it, this 
Man is more bleſſed in his Deed, than he who 
giveth all he hath, and hath not Charity, i. e. 
thin he, who beſtows his Alms not out of a 
Senſe of his Duty to God, and Love to his 
Neighbour. Giving then muſt be underſtood 
that which we give upon Motives warranted 
by the Goſpel, and approved of by Reaſon, 
what we give to feed the Hungry, to cloath 
the Naked, or to relieve our Neighbour in 
any other Adverſity, expecting nothing in 
return, but the comfortable and cheerin 


Hopes of being recompenced at the Reſurrec- 


tion of the Fuſt, 


Now Giving, in this pious and religious 
Senſe, we ſhail (as I ſhall ſhew hereafter) 
find preferable to Receiving, whether we 
take Receiving for the Ams and kind Offices 
done to us by others, or for what we hoard 
up, or for what we expend upon ourſelves 
in an expenſive, luxurious, and therefore 
ſcandalous Way of Living: I fay it is a 
more bleſſed, a more happy Condition, to be 
the Author of Goodneſs to others, than to 
be the Object of their Benevolence: And 
again I ſay unto you, when we are once 
provided with what is decent and conveni- 
ent for Life, if we lay out the Surplus upon 


pious and charitable Uſes; it will turn more 
B 3 to 


% 


} 


(4) 
to our Account, we ſhall be more bleſſed, 
than if we hoarded it up, or, by a ſcända- 
lous Neglect of our Reaſon, expended it in 
an extravagant, luxurious, or, what ſome 
falſely call, generous Way of Life. 


The Truth of which I am to evince un- 
der my ſecoad Head. 


1. It is more bleſſed to give than to re- 
ceĩive, becauſe the former carries more Plea- 
ſure and Satisfaction along with it than the 
latter: Tis'true, an Alms ſeaſonably reach'd 
out to the Poor and Needy, makes them for- 
get their Poverty, lays their Cares a- ſleep, 
and infuſes Joy and Gladneſs into their 
Hearts; but the Alms is no ſooner ſpent, 
than the Pleaſure retires, Sorrow ſucceeds, 
and they feel their former Wants: Whereas 
the Pleaſure of the Giver is fix'd and un- 
changeable, not only accompanies him in 
this World, but in that which is to come. 


When we do Good to others, we do the 
greateſt Good to ourſelves; for the merciful 
Man does Good to bis own Soul. I make no 
Difficulty to determine, and let every cheer- 
ful Giver here preſent judge of the Truth 
of my Afſ-rtion, that the Widow in the 
Goſpel, who gave her Mite, which was all 
her Living, to the Poor, had, in Return, 
more ſolid Pleaſure and Satisfaction, than = 

e 


('5) 


ſhe had laid up in 2 Coffer, or expended A 


upon herſelf, the Riches of the Indies : The 
Pleaſure then of Giving far exceeds that of 
Receiving ,, tis ſo great, that 'tis rather to 
be felt than expreſs'd. 


The Poor then give us that Pleaſure, 
which the World cannot give, are truly the 
happy Occaſion of making many rich, ſince 
a Man can lay out his Money to ſo much 
Satisfaction and Intereſt, no other Way. 
Hence a late ingenious Author makes this 
notable Reflection upon the Argument before 
us; © The Pleaſure the charitable Man is 
«© entertained with here, and the Reward 
promiſed him afterwards, is ſo great, that 
it may be objected, we perfectly miſun- 
e derſtand and miſcall Things; for, pro- 
«« perly ſpeaking, thoſe that are relieved are 
<< the Benefactors; the greateſt Obligation 
* comes from the Needy; *tis they that are 
* the Occaſion of a far greater Advantage 
eto their Neighbour, than what they re- 
“ ceive from him; ſo that when the Gain 
eis computed on both Sides, the Receiver 
* looks more like the charitable Perſon: . 
„From whence it will follow, that the 
Poor ought rather to be importun'd than 
* deny'd; and that we ſhould be more for- 
« ward to offer them our Aſſiſtance, than 
they are to ask it.” Which ingenious 
Remark has at leaſt ſo much Truth in it, 

| as 


(66) 
as to be a forcible Motive, even for our own 
Sakes, never to turn away our Face from a 


poor Man, 


2. The Condition of the Giver is more 
bleſſed, more happy, than that of the Re- 
ceiver, becauſe giving procures more Ho- 
nour and Credit, ſecures the Favour and 
Efteem of the World; whereas receiving, 
ſcraping, and amaſſing up great Stores of 
Wealth, tho' by juſt Methods, but without 
any reaſonable End propos'd, and only in 
order to keep, and as it were bury them, in- 
trenches upon Truth, appears to be a Vice, 
and thercfore meets at leaſt with a ſecret, if 
not open, Contempt and Diſeſteem. 


The Condition of the Giver is an honour- 
able Truſt, a moſt creditable Station ; your 
good Men, who have been merciful and li- 
beral, who have made a right Uſe of their 
Riches, who have been faithful Stewards in 
giving the Poor their Meat in due Seaſon, 
have always been Men famous in their Ge- 
neration, whoſe Names hive been embalm'd 


Jn the Sheete-of ſome Homer or Herodotus Tor 

ges to come: Thoſe who have diſpers'd a- 

broad, and given to the Poor, like the River 
4 Nile, that overflows its Banks, to throw 
lenty into the Country, have been, as it 

were, Gods to their Brethren, and therefore 


the Dirlings of Mankind. Thoſe, who 
are 


4: 


are a publick Bleſſing to the World, who 
have been Eyes to the Blind, and Feet to the 
Lame, a Father to the Fatherleſs, and a Hus- 
band to the Widow, are ever lovely and plea- 
ſant in their Lives, amiable and beautiful in 
their Characters, in the Language of the 
Pſalmiſt, their Horn is exalted with Honour, 
and they themſelves had in everlaſting Remem- 
brance. But as for the rich, uncharitable 
Man, *tis not ſo with him. He, whoſe con- 
tinual Study it 1s to heap up unprofitable 
Riches, for no Uſe, no reaſonable End, is a 
Curſe to his Relations, a Jeſt to his Neigh- 
bours, a Reproach to Nature: He meets 
with Hatred inſtead of Good-will, and when 
he dies, bis Memorial periſhes with him. Yet 
if his Name ſurvive his Funeral, *tis us'd as 


a By-word to denote a Miſer, 'tis treated 


with Contempt and Reproach. 


3. To give, 2. e. to be beneficial to others, 
is more bleſſed than to receive; | becauſe it 
makes more for our Advantage both in the 
Life, that now is, and in that which is to 
come. Now, as to our temporal Concerns, 
that we ſhould be enriched by Giving, is a 
Doctrine that will be exploded by your Men 


of this World, be look'd upon gs a notori- £ 


ous Falſity, an egregious Abſurdity : Where- 
as *twill appear to be a juſt Concluſion, 
whether we conſult the Oracles of God, or 
our own Experience. He, who wiſely be- 
{tows 


* 


(3) 

ſtows his Riches in the Service of his Coun- 
try, for the Benefit of his Friends, or the 
Relief of the Poor, ſecures to himſelf a good- 
by Heritage, the Love and Eſteem of 2 
good Man, the Favour and Bleſſing of God. 
By Giving then a Man ſecures to himſelf a 
moſt laſting, if not the greateſt Eſtate; a 
moſt laſting one, becauſe in the Time of 
Commotion and Diſturbance he ſhall be pro- 
tected from Harm, and ſecured from Vio- 
lence, and in the Time of Dearth be ſhall 
baue enough; every one will be ready to aid 
and aſſiſt him, for ſo good a Man ſome would 
even dare to die. And that the charitable 
Man takes the moſt likely Way of enlarging 
his Eſtate, may be fairly concluded from a 
Cloud of Texts in the ſacred Writings : 
There is that ſcattereth, and yet encreaſeth; 
and there is that with-holdeth more than is meet, 
but it tendeth to Poverty: The liberal Soul is 
made fat, and be that watereth, is watered 
alſo himſelf, are the Words of Solomon; and 
hear greater than Solomon, what he ſays, 
Give, and it ſhall be. given unto you, good 
Meaſure, preſs'd down, and ſhaken together, 
and running over, fhall Men give unto your 
Boſom; For the ſame Meaſure ye mete with- 
all, it ſhall be meaſured to you again, Great 
is the Intereſt, large is the Return of our 
Charity, it may be an hundred fold even in 
this Life; at leaſt, it ſecures to us a laſting 
Eſtate, ſuch an Eſtate, as yields à true a] 
ure, 


(2.3): 

ſure, a ſolid and ſubſtantial Satisfaction: 
For thus it is written, He that giveth to the 
Poor ſhall not lack. Truſt in the Lord and do 
Good, ſo ſhall thou dwell in the Land, and 
verily thou ſhalt be fed. The righteous and 
merciful Man has the utmoſt Aſſurance of 
being happy, under the ſpecial Guidance and 
Protection of Providence: For, Bleſſed are the 
Merciful, for they ſhall obtain Mercy: And 
he that giveth to the Poor, happy is he. And 
again, Bleſſed is he that conſidereth the Poor, 
the Lord will deliver him in the Time of Trou- 
ble: The Lord will preſerve him, and keep 
bim alive; and will not deliver him into the 
Will of his Enemies : The Lord will ſtrengthen 
him upon the Bed of Languiſhing, thou wilt 
make all his Bed in his Sickneſs, Whence it 
appears that the temporal Advantages of Gzv-, 
ing are mighty and unſpeakable, that * *tis 
our Intereſt to go and ſell all that we have, 
and give it to the Poor. To this the cove- 
tous Man, whom God abhoreth, will quick- 
ly objet, that a Man: 1s not ſure that Pro- 
. Gor Gan ik vidence 

* This may ſeem (ſays a conſiderable Author) a bard 


Law of Religion; but a reaſonable Man can't but ſee that 
there is no other natural or reaſonable Uſe of our Riches, 


no other Way of making ourſelves happier by them; that _ 


it is as ſtritly right to give to the Needy that which we 
don't want ourſelves, as tis right to uſe ſo much as our 
own Wants require; and that he muſt rejoice in that Re- 
ligion which teaches him to be happier in that which he 
gives away, than in that which he keeps for himſelf, which 
| teaches him to make the Food and Raiment he can ſpare 
to be greater Bleſſings to him, than that which feeds and 
cloathes his own Body, 7 | 


(10) 
vidence will repay him his Alms ia this 
Life, for in Fact 'tis not always ſo. To 
which I reply, that if our Money was al- 
ways return'd us in Specie (as 'tis ſometimes, 
with Intereſt) the Niggard would then be 
as ready to diſtribute as the merciful and 
good Man; and if the Caſe were ſo, there 
would be no ſuch thing as Charity; for the 
charitable Man hopes for nothing again in 
this World, but has the comfortable Hopes 
of being recompenced at the Reſurrection of 
the Juſt. Again, tho' perhaps what we give 
to relieve the Poor be not reſtored us the ſame 
that we gave it, yet a Man never fails to 
meet with a large Return of true Pleaſure and 
Satisfaction from his own Breaſt, more than 
an Equivalent for what he lays out; ſo that, 
as 1s aforeſaid, giving Tends to our Profit in 
this Life, provided it (as it always does) re- 
compence the Giver with a true and laſting 
Pleaſure. I never met with any one yet, 
that was ſo much in Love with his Money, 
as not to own this apparent Truth, That 
Riches are no farther ſerviceable or deſirea- 
ble, than as they tend to promote our Hap- 
pineſs; i. e. in other Words, our Pleaſure 
and Satisfaction; and it is evident, our Con- 
ſcience bearing Witneſs to the Truth, that 
we receive the greateſt Satisfaction from do- 
ing Good; and therefore we ſhould emplo 
what 1s beyond the Conveniences of Life 
upon charitable Uſes; for this is acting a- 

| . .-® greeable 


(11) 

greeable to Reaſon, Truth, and our own 
Happineſs, even in this mortal Life. Hence 
it is that Acts of Charity are peculiar ſtiled, 
Humanity, as being ſo agreeable to human 
Nature, and conſequently conducive to our 
Happineſs. Hence it is that ſome, who have 
ſcarce any thing to ſpare, who have nothing 
but their Labour to ſuſtain them, and Pro- 
vidence to depend on, are ſo ready to give, 
ſo glad to diſtribute, that they give, like 
the Churches of Macedonia, not only to their 
Power, but beyond it; or like the Widow 
in the Goſpel, caſt, as it were, their whole 
Living into the Treaſury of the Poor. 


he $65. 
Thus have I laid before the ſeveral Advan- 
tages of Giving, even in this World, which 
are preferable to the greateſt Riches: Where- 
as the Condition of the Receiver is attended 
with*no real Pleaſure, but with a great deal 
of Trouble and Vexation of Spirit. He 
who is all upon the Receiving, and laying up 
| Riches in Store, ſeems juſt ſo much enrich'd 
with his Treaſure as an Aſs is with its Bur- 
then. The Miſer cannot enlarge his Trea- 
ſure, but muſt at the ſame Time encreaſe his 
Trouble: He muſt be always uneaſy leſt the 
Moth ſhould c. rrupt it, or Thieves break thro), 
and ſteal it, ortelt his Riches ſhould make 
themſelves Wings and fly away, This he has 
Reaſon to fear, becauſe he has no ſincere 
Friend, ſeeing he does no Good with his 


C 2 Riches, 


(12) 

Riches, and becauſe he is fo terribly threat- 

ened from the Bible, The Man that remem- 
' breth not to ſhew Mercy, the Extortioner ſhall 

conſume all that he hath, and the Stranger 
ſhall ſpoil his Labour: There ſhall he no Man 
to pity him, nor to have Compaſſion on his fa- 
therleſs Children, So that the unmerciful 
Man, that ſhrinks up his Humanity, and is 
contracted within himſelf, has little Aſſu- 
rance of his Eſtates being continued to him, 
much leſs to his Poſterity; and therefore 
upon this Account can have no real Plea- - 
ſure in the Enjoyment of it. | 


Whereas the liberal Soul hath not only 
the Promiſe of this Life, but alſo of that 
EF which is to come. Thus ſpeaketh he who 
E -- hath the Words of eternal Life, When thou 
| makeſt a Feaſt, call the Poor, the Maim'd, 
the Lame, and the Blind; and thou "ſhalt _ 
be bleſled;, for they cannot recompence -thee ;, 
For thou ſhalt Je recompenc'd at the Reſur- 
redlion of the Juſt. And again, Make co 
. yourſelves Friends of the Mammon of Unright- 
eonſneſs, that when ye fail, they may receive 
u imo everlaſting Habitations, i. e. as the 
Greek may and ought to be rendered, Make 
to yourſelves Friends (ſuch Proviſion ) of 
* fulſe Riches (being tranſitory and uncer- 
' ,tain) that when ye die, ye may be received 
into everlaſling Habitations. And thus ſays 
Rp the 


gte xvi, V. 11, "axe is oppos'd to and dr. 


* 


— 
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the Apoſtle to Timothy, Charge them that are 


rich in this World, that they be not _ mind- 
ed. nor truſt in uncertain Riches ,, but in the 


living God, who giveth us richly all Things to 


enjoy; that they do Good, that they be rich 


in good Works, ready to diſtribute, willing to 


communicate, laying up in ſtore for themſelves 


a good Foundation againſi the Time to come, 
| that they may lay hold on eternal Life. 


Tis then, in a moſt eminent Degree, more 


bleſſed to give than to receive, becauſe giving 
will procure to us a diſtinguiſh'd Reward in 
the Life to come, in Compariſon of which, 
the gaudy Furniture of this Life, nay the 


whole World is nothing; for what is a Man 
profited, if he ſhall gain the whole World, and 
loſe, his own Soul Yet Receiving is not 


only an Impediment to our Happineſs, but 


is the Reaſon of our being caſt into Hell, 


as appears from the Parable of Dives, who 
received his good Things in this Life: For 
be that layeth up Treaſure for himſelf, and is 
not rich towards God, he ſhall hardly, he can- 


not emer into the Kingdom of Heaven, Who- 


ſo has this World's Goods, and ſells not what 


he has to give Alms, theſe Goods are his 


Treaſure, conſequently his Affections are ſet 
upon them; for where a Man's Treaſure is, 
there will bis Heart be alſo. And if a Man's 


Heart be-ſo ſet upon his Riches, he will 


neglect the Offices of Kindneſs to his Neigh- 
| bour, 
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bour, neither will God be in all his Thoughts. 
A Man cannot ſerve two Maſters, be will 
either hate the one, and love the other; or elſe 
be will hold to the one, and deſpiſe the other; 
ye cannot ſerve God and Mammon. There- 
fore our Saviour denounces a Woe againſt 
them that are rich; therefore he ſays, *tis 
next to an Impoſſibility, "tis eaſter for a 
Camel to go through the Eye of a Needle, 


than for a rich Man to enter into the King- 
dom of God. 


Thus, I think, I have ſufficiently con- 
vinc'd you-of the Truth, of the Propoſition, 
It is more bleſſed to give than to receive. 
What farther Motive then need I urge to 
perſuade you to this grand Duty of Alms- 
giving? Shall I urge the Pleaſure and Sa- 
tisfaction that attends giving? or ſhall I ſay, 
that 'tis always accompanied with Honour 
and Credit? or, laſtly, ſhall I add, that it 
tends to your Profit and Advantage both here 
and hereafrer? All this you're fully con- 
vinc'd of. I think it needleſs to bid you fol- 
low the inward Motions of your own Breaſt, 
that, with a ſilent, yet pathetic Language, 
pleads the Cauſe of the Poor and Needy. 
The Rule of Reaſon is, Do as ye would be 
done by. And the Command of God is, To 
do Good, and to diſtribute, forget not. So 
that he, who, out of his Abundance, re- 
lieves not the Diſtreſs'd, mult offer Violence 


to 
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to his natural Inclinations, run counter to 


Reaſon, and trample under Foot the Word 
of God. 


Would you reſemble the divine Nature in 
its moſt amiable, endearing Perfection? ye 
muſt be ready to do Good, willing to commu- 
nicate. Goodneſs is not impoveriſh'd, but 
enrich'd by giving; for Goodneſs is nothing 
elſe but giving and communicating to others: 
Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father, who 

is in Heaven, is merciful, 


Would you follow the Example of Chriſt? 
follow after Charity; for his whole Life was 
ſpent in doing Good, leaving us an Example, 
that ye ſhould follow his Steps. 


Laſtly, would you ſave your immortal 
Souls? be not like the young Man in the 
Goſpel, nor the mercileſs Diver in the Pa- 
Table, who received his good Things in this 
Life; but, above all, remember, that your 
Charity, becauſe it ſhines above the reſt of 
Virtues, will be the main, tho' not the ſole, 
Subject of that grand Enquiry at the laſt 
Day; as is evident from the Parable of the 
rich Man and Lazarus, and from the Ac- 
count our Saviour gives of the Proceedings 
in that Day, Come, ye bleſſed of my Father, 
inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from 
the Foundation of the World; for I was an 


ungered, * 


| 2 and ye gave me Meat; I was thirſty 5 
and ye gave me Drink; I was a Stranger, and 
ye took me in; naked; and ye cloathed. me; 


ww Twas fick, and ye viſited me; I was in Priſon, 


and ye came unto me. Where our Saviour 
reputes the Performance of theſe Duties zo 
the leaſt of bis Brethren, as a doing them to 


4B bimſelf; That we may: therefore he in the 


Number of thoſe, to whom our Saviour 


WW. ſhall pronounce the, Come, ye. bleſſed, let us 
-- embrace. every Opportunity of doing Good 
”  untoall-Men; and to this End, let us care- 
3 Fully remember the Words of the Lord Jeſus, 
3 to give than 


* 


1 
— 


1 how he ſaid, 1 ir more. 
o receive, Nt 


